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• Please silence your cell phone 
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Sermon Series 

Power of Promise 

 
A unique look at Hebrews 11 



3 

Love is a Promise 

February 13           Series Overview 
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Promise Presents Choice 

March 13                     Hebrews 11:4 
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Promises Must Be Shared 

April 10                       Hebrews 11:5 
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Promises Precedes Consequence 

May 22                         Hebrews 11:7 
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Promises Follows Following 

June 26       Hebrews 11:8-10, 13-16 
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Promises Will Be Challenged 

July 17      Hebrews 11:11-12, 17-19 
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Promises Carry Forward 

Today                   Hebrews 11:20-22 
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• Isaac 

• Jacob 

• Joseph 

• Ephraim and Manasseh 

 

 

 

Promises Carry Forward 
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Who Was Isaac? 

• He was Abraham’s son, the one whom 

God promised to Abraham to be his heir 

• He was the younger brother of Ishmael, 

whom Abraham sent away 

• God challenged Abraham’s faith by 

commanding him to sacrifice young Isaac 

as a burnt offering 
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Isaac in the Old Testament 

• The Old Testament doesn’t have a lot to 

say about the adult life of Isaac 

• At age 40, Isaac meets Rebekah: his wife 

of an arranged marriage (Gen. 24:62-67) 

• Buries his father Abraham (Gen. 25:8-11) 

• Prays that Rebekah can become pregnant 

(Gen. 25:21) 
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Isaac in the Old Testament (cont.) 

• Genesis chapter 26 has the most to say 

about Isaac, primarily his movements 

during a time of famine and his dealings 

with Abimelech king of the Philistines 

• By the start of chapter 27, Isaac is a man 

of very advanced age, nearly blind, and 

ready to die 
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What’s Important about Isaac? 

1. Isaac was the son of Abraham 

2. Isaac was the father of Jacob 

3. Isaac accepted that God’s covenant 

with Abraham also applied to him 

4. Isaac blessed his son Jacob, who 

carried God’s promises forward 
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Genesis 26:2-5 (NRSV) 

2  The LORD appeared to Isaac and said, 

“Do not go down to Egypt; settle in the land 

that I shall show you. 

3  Reside in this land as an alien, and I will 

be with you, and will bless you; for to you 

and to your descendants I will give all these 

lands, and I will fulfill the oath that I swore 

to your father Abraham. 
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Genesis 26:2-5 (NRSV) 

4  I will make your offspring as numerous 

as the stars of heaven, and will give to your 

offspring all these lands; and all the nations 

of the earth shall gain blessing for 

themselves through your offspring, 

5  because Abraham obeyed my voice and 

kept my charge, my commandments, my 

statutes, and my laws.”  
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Genesis 27:22,28-29 (NRSV) 

22  So Jacob went up to his father Isaac, 

who felt him and said, “… 

28  May God give you of the dew of 

heaven, and of the fatness of the earth, and 

plenty of grain and wine. 

29  Let peoples serve you, and nations bow 

down to you. Be lord over your brothers, 
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Genesis 27:22,28-29 (NRSV) 

29  …and may your mother’s sons bow 

down to you.  Cursed be everyone who 

curses you, and blessed be everyone who 

blesses you!”  
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Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
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Who Was Jacob? 

• Jacob was Isaac’s son 

• Jacob was the younger twin brother of 

Esau, who sold his birthright for a bowl of 

stew and married foreigners (against 

custom) 

• God changed Jacob’s name to Israel, 

(where the nation of Israel gets its name) 
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Jacob in the Old Testament 

• The Old Testament contains a long 

narrative describing Jacob’s life 

(Genesis chapters 27-35) 

• The narrative is primarily concerned 

about how Jacob came to have a 

large family: 12 sons and 1 daughter 

by 4 wives 
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What’s Important about Jacob? 

1. Jacob was the son of Isaac, who was 

the son of Abraham 

2. Jacob (Israel) was the father of 12 sons, 

“the children of Israel” 

3. Jacob accepted that God’s covenant 

with Abraham also applied to him 

4. Jacob blessed his sons, who carried 

God’s promises forward 
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Genesis 35:9-12 (NRSV) 

9  God appeared to Jacob again…, and he 

blessed him. 

10  God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; 

no longer shall you be called Jacob, but 

Israel shall be your name.” So he was 

called Israel. 
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Genesis 35:9-12 (NRSV) 

11  God said to him, “I am God Almighty: be 

fruitful and multiply; a nation and a 

company of nations shall come from you, 

and kings shall spring from you. 

12  The land that I gave to Abraham and 

Isaac I will give to you, and I will give the 

land to your offspring after you.” 



25 

“The Children of Israel” 

• Occurs 588 times in the Bible 

– 574 times in the Old Testament 

– 14 times in the New Testament 

• Literally, this is referring to the 12 sons  

of the patriarch Jacob 

• Figuratively, this is referring to all of the 

descendants of Jacob: 12 tribes of Israel 
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“The Children of Israel” 
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Who Was Joseph? 

• He was Jacob’s son, born to Rachel 

(Jacob’s wife and first love) 

• He was Jacob’s 11th son by age but first in 

Jacob’s heart, and Jacob intended for him 

to be his heir and next leader of the tribe 

• Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery, 

but later the Pharaoh of Egypt appointed 

him to a position of high authority 
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Joseph in the Old Testament 

• Joseph’s roller-coaster life from shepherd 

to slave to world leader is described in a 

long narrative (Genesis chapters 37-47)  

• The climax of the story is that Jacob’s 

family is reunited and thrives in Egypt 

• Joseph’s dying message to his family 

(Gen. 50:22-26) is to remind them about 

the promises God made to Abraham 
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What’s Important about Joseph? 

1. Joseph’s lofty position in the Egyptian 

government allowed his father Jacob 

and his brothers to survive a terrible 

famine 

2. Joseph helped to perpetuated the 

emerging people group called Israel 

3. Joseph had two sons who were 

adopted and blessed by Jacob 
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Genesis 48:3-5,8,15-16 (NRSV) 

3  And Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty 

appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, 

and he blessed me, 

4  and said to me, ‘I am going to make you 

fruitful and increase your numbers; I will 

make of you a company of peoples, and will 

give this land to your offspring after you for a 

perpetual holding.’ 
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Genesis 48:3-5,8,15-16 (NRSV) 

5  Therefore your two sons, who were born to 

you in the land of Egypt before I came to you 

in Egypt, are now mine; Ephraim and 

Manasseh shall be mine, just as Reuben and 

Simeon are. 

8  …And he said, “Bring them to me, please, 

that I may bless them.” 
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Genesis 48:3-5,8,15-16 (NRSV) 

15  He blessed Joseph, and said, “The God 

before whom my ancestors Abraham and 

Isaac walked, the God who has been my 

shepherd all my life to this day,  

16  the angel who has redeemed me from all 

harm, bless the boys; and in them let my 

name be perpetuated, and the name of my 

ancestors Abraham and Isaac; and let them 

grow into a multitude on the earth.” 
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“The Children of Israel” (cont.) 
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“The Children of Israel” (cont.) 
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Ephraim and Manasseh 

• These sons of Joseph are counted among 

the sons of Jacob 

• In time, the notion of a “tribe of Joseph” 

was replaced by the “tribe of Ephraim” and 

“the half tribe of Manasseh” 
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So Many Names!!! 

• Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and his 

eleven brothers, Ephraim, Manasseh… 

• Drinking from a fire hydrant? 

• Obviously, the purpose of this lesson is not 

to describe any of these Bible personalities 

with any detail 

• The emphasis is the continuity of God’s 

promises from one generation to the next 
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So Many Names!!! (cont.) 

• Why not one more for the road? 

• When we think Egypt, we think: Moses 

• Moses is credited for writing down the 

stories of the prehistory/history of Israel 

• Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 

Deuteronomy 
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Moses: Prophet and Historian 

• Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this 

on a scroll as something to be 

remembered and make sure that Joshua 

hears it… (Exodus 17:14) 

• Moses finished writing in a book the words 

of this law from beginning to end 

(Deuteronomy 31:24) 
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Meaning for Original Readers 

• Let’s try to understand what these stories 

meant to the original readers 

• Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are the 

patriarchs of the “children of Israel” 

• God’s covenant with Abraham followed 

the Jewish family tree and was interpreted 

as a mandate for the existence of a nation 

of Israel 
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Meaning for First-Century 

Jewish Readers 

• The nation of Israel had been decimated in 

past times by the Assyrian Empire and by 

the Babylonian Empire, but it was reborn 

because God’s covenant and national 

mandate remained in effect 

• The nation of Israel was being dominated 

by the Roman Empire, but there was an 

expectation that that domination would be 

thrown off for the same reason 
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Meaning for Today’s Orthodox 

Jewish Readers 

• The formation of the modern State of 

Israel by the United Nations in 1948 was 

an act of God and the direct result of the 

continued covenant and national mandate 

• There will be a utopian Israeli nation (Zion) 

when Messiah comes 
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Meaning for Christian Readers 

• Because the Jews rejected Jesus as the 

Messiah and crucified him, God’s 

covenant with Abraham now extends to 

all people (Romans 11:11-16) 

• Any person who accepts Jesus Christ as 

Savior becomes a member of the family 

tree rooted in Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

(Romans 11:17-24) 
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Meaning for Christian Readers 

• But the primary lesson to be learned from 

today’s Bible characters is faith… 
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Hebrews 11:20-22 (NRSV) 

20  By faith Isaac invoked blessings for the 

future on Jacob and Esau. 

21  By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed 

each of the sons of Joseph, “bowing in 

worship over the top of his staff.” 

22  By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, 

made mention of the exodus of the Israelites 

and gave instructions about his burial. 
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Meaning for Christian Readers 

• The primary lesson to be learned from 

today’s Bible characters is faith… 
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Meaning for Christian Readers 

• The primary lesson to be learned from 

today’s Bible characters is faith… 

• Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph truly believed 

that God would be faithful to his promise 
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Meaning for Christian Readers 

• The primary lesson to be learned from 

today’s Bible characters is faith… 

• Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph truly believed 

that God would be faithful to his promise 

• Similarly, Christians have faith by truly 

believing God’s promises concerning 

Jesus 
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Romans 10:9-10 (NIV) 

9 …If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is 

Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

10 For it is with your heart that you believe 

and are justified, and it is with your mouth 

that you confess and are saved. 
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Romans 10:9-10 (NIV) 

9 …If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is 

Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

10 For it is with your heart that you believe 

and are justified, and it is with your mouth 

that you confess and are saved. 

 

Will you begin a relationship with God today? 
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Promises Carry Forward 

The LORD bless you and keep you;  

The LORD make his face to shine upon you, 

and be gracious to you;  

The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, 

and give you peace.  

 

 

 
Numbers 6:24–26 (NRSV) 
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